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CLAIMS 




1. A method in a computer jlystem for placing a bid for an item 
being auctioned, the method comprising: 

providing a display descripticm for entry of a bid amount and for 
performing only a single action after entry ot the bid amount to submit the bid; and 

in response to receiving an /indication that the single action has been 
performed, placing the submitted bid for me item at the entered bid amount. 



1 2. The method of daim 1 wherein a buyer submits the bid and 

2 wherein the placing of the submitted bid for the item includes automatically 

3 authenticating the buyer. 



1 3. The method/ of claim 2 

2 includes receiving authenticatyon informat 

3 computer system. 



rein the automatic authentication 
previously stored at the buyer's 



1 4. The method of claim 1 wherein the placing of the submitted bid 

2 for the item includes providing a display description for confirming the submitted bid 

3 and wherein the placing of the submitted bid for the item occurs after receiving 

4 confirmation of the submitted bid. 



2 page. 



Th& method of claim 1 wherein the display description is a web 



1 6. M method in a computer system for placing a bid for an item 

2 being auctioned, the Aiethod comprising: 

3 providing a display description for entry of a bid amount and for 

4 performing an action that a buyer is to perform to submit the bid; 
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5 after receiving an indication that the action to submit the bid has been 

6 performed, providing a display description for entry of authentication information for 

7 use in authenticating buyer; and 

8 after receiving the au^entication information, placing the submitted bid 

9 for the item. 

1 7. The method^ of claim 6 including, before placing the submitted 

2 bid, verifying that the authenticartion information. 

1 8. The method of claim 6 wherein when the authentication 

2 information indicates that the buyer is not registered, providing a display description 

3 for entry of registration information before placing the submitted bid. 



The riiethod of claim 6 wherein the display description is a web 



page. 
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10. A method in a com^puter system for placing a bid for an item 
being auctioned, the method comprising 



providing a display desc 
/ 



iptii^n^'for performing only a single action to 



submit the bid, the display descriptipn including an indication of a suggested bid 
amount that is suggested by tiig^edmipter system; and 

after receiving an indication that the single action to submit the bid has 
been performed, placing the submitted bid for the item at the suggested bid amount. 



11. The method of claim 10 wherein the display description indicates 
that the suggested bid amount is to be displayed in a button and that the single action 



I 

is selecting of the button 
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1 12. The method of claim /o wherein the display description is also 

2 for entry of a bid amount and for perforjiiing a single action to submit a bid for an 

3 entered bid amount. 

1 13. The method of c/aim 12 wherein a field for entry of the bid 

2 amount is prefiUed with the suggestecy bid amount. 

1 14. The method oficlaim 13 wherein the single action to submit a bid 

2 at the suggested bid amount and ^e single action to submit a bid at an entered bid 

3 amount are the same action. 



15. The method of claim 10 wherein the display description is a web 



2 page. 



16. A method in a computer system for authentication of a user of an 



2 auction system, the method/comprising: 

3 receiving an indication that 

4 related action that requires authenticatio 



5 when the authenticity o 

6 authentication expiration condition h 

7 auction-related action. 




/ 

is requesting to perform an auction- 
user; and 

ser has aheady been verified and an 
been met, allowing performance of the 



1 17, The method of claim 16 wherein the auction-related action is 

2 submitting a bid. 



1 18. 

2 listing of an item to be 



le method of claim 16 wherein the auction-related action is 
auctioned. 
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1 19. The method of claim 16 wherein the auction-related actions is 

2 receiving of personal information of another user. 

1 20. The method of claim 16 wherein the authentication expiration 

2 condition is based on a previous manual authentication. 

1 21. The method of /claim 16 wherein the authentication expiration 

2 condition is based on when an activity was previously performed by the user. 

1 22. The method /of claim 16 wherein the authentication expiration 

2 condition is based on when an activity that requires authentication was previously 

3 performed by the user. / 

1 23. A methofl in a computer system of conducting a commercial 

2 transaction, the method comprising: 

3 providing a display descn^on for entry by a user of information 

4 relating to the commercial transaction; and / 

5 after receiving iiiformation epd^ by the user, 

6 providing a/ display de^mp^^ for entry of authentication information 

7 that is separate from the .display descif/ptiop for entry of information; and 

8 after receiving the authentication information, allowing the commercial 

9 transaction to proceed. / 

1 24. The method of claim 23 including determining whether the user 

2 can be automatically authenticated and when the user can be automatically 

3 authenticated, allowing the commercial transaction to proceed without providing a 



4 display description for entry of authentication information. 
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1 25. The method of claim 23 wherein the commercial transaction is 

2 placing a bid on an item being auctioned. 

1 26. The method pf claim 23 wherein the commercial transaction is 

2 hsting an item to be auctioned. 



1 



2 page. 



27. The methoQ of claim 23 wherein the display description is a web 



1 28. A compmer-readable^edium containing instructions for causing 

2 a computer system to defer registration of a user conducting a transaction, by: 



3 
4 



8 



collecting infoimation needed/to-eon^^ the transaction; 
after collecting the iiiprmation, determining whether the user is a 



5 registered user; 



when the u; 



7 the user; and 



after collecting the registration information, allowing the transaction to 



9 be conducted. 




er is not recognized, collecting registration information for 
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